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Tar Heel Reader is the result of the collaborative efforts of Karen Erickson, director of the Center for Literacy 
and Disability Studies, and Gary Bishop, a professor of computer science, at the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill . Karen wanted to create an online community of books that teachers could share with children 
(and adults!) with disabilities who might not be physically able to handle books.  The books may be downloaded 
as slide shows in PowerPoint, Impress, or Flash format. Each book can be speech enabled and accessed using multiple 

interfaces including touch screens, the IntelliKeys with custom overlays, and 1 to 3 switches. It has been around since 
2008 and has over 3 million easy-to-read books, available to be read freely – with more being added regularly. 

You may write books for English Language Learners as well as adults, but we’re going to focus on writing books 
for students with emerging reading skills. 

To begin writing your books, go to http://tarheelreader.org  

 
You must register to write books. (You can read any book without registering.) 

1) At the bottom right of the main screen, click on “Register.” (All of the links for this set of directions are 
at the bottom right of the main screen.) 

2) When the registration screen pops up, fill in all your information – it is up to you what your username 
will be – make it one that you will remember! Tar Heel will send you your 
password. Make sure to write it down somewhere.  

3) Under Invitation Code enter Literacy! (exactly as written) 
4) Shortly after, you will receive your information.  Log into the account and 

click on Write a Book!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 1 

Step 2 

http://www.med.unc.edu/ahs/clds
http://www.med.unc.edu/ahs/clds
http://www.unc.edu/index.htm
http://www.unc.edu/index.htm
http://www.intellitools.com/
http://tarheelreader.org/
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Writing Books on Tar Heel Reader: 

1) Use the built-in search to find pictures on Flickr or upload your own.  

 
 
 
 
 Picture choices will be displayed 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 If you hover your cursor over any 
thumbnail, you can see a larger version 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 When you find a picture you 
like, click on it with your left 
mouse button & it will be 
added to a page in your 
book. Repeat for each page.  

 
 
 
 

Enter text 

Enter a title 

http://www.flickr.com/


Writing Stories for Tar Heel Reader 

Learn Over Lunch  (LOL) 2012 Series – Tip #1 

 Page 3 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 You can change the order of the pages 
using the left  or right  green arrows and 
delete any page you decide you don’t like using 
red . 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 You have options of adding 

  tags (add esc1) 

 Categories 

 Ratings 

 Literacy type 

 When you’re finished just click 
on Publish my book or click on 
Save as a draft to work on it 
another day.  

 
 
 
 
 

This LOL tip is about writing books for students who have disabilities. The website provides suggestions for 

writing books. They also give a link to the Beginning Literacy Framework by Erickson, Musselwhite, and 
Ziolkowski. Please take time to download and read that framework before beginning the writing process. The 
Framework will support you in writing books that are useful for students with disabilities and emerging 
literacy skills. 
 
There are a few tips for writing books for emerging readers on the next page. 
 
 
 

http://www.donjohnston.com/research/beg_lit_framework.pdf


Writing Stories for Tar Heel Reader 

Learn Over Lunch  (LOL) 2012 Series – Tip #1 

 Page 4 
 

 
Set your goal 
Why am I writing this book? What do I want to convey? What interests me? What stories do I want to tell? 
What do I want my readers to experience or learn? Having a clear purpose, or goal, focuses your writing and 
makes a better book. 
 
Decide on the subject of your book 
It could be a curriculum-based topic you want students to learn more about, or a story based on a topic of 
student interest for pure enjoyment. Because the purpose of Tar Heel Reader is to provide engaging, age-
appropriate reading material at a beginning reading level, you should try to make the stories as engaging as 
possible by: 

 writing about appealing topics 

 using interesting language that is appropriate for the student’s reading level (see the beginning 
Literacy Framework) 

 selecting pictures that really help to convey the meaning of the story 

 selecting pictures that attract a student’s attention 
 
Think about your word choice 

 Try to use words that are familiar to your audience, but also include a few new words in order to 
increase readers' vocabulary. The text should be divided up evenly, with a fairly equal amount of text 
on each page. Pages may contain as little as one word, but no more than one or two sentences. 

 Use a variety of writing styles and approaches to provide support for student learning and make sure 
that your stories don’t all sound the same. (Note: you will NOT want to use all of these features in 
every story!) 

o Add a repetitive line to provide support and hold the story together 
o Use words that rhyme (greasy / cheesy) or alliterate (soggy / salty) to support students in 

developing phonemic awareness.  
o Use carrier phases such as ‘Jake saw a _______.’ This adds predictability to the story. 
o Incorporate rhythm into the story (ex., a ‘raps’ style rhythm) to aid memory and make the story 

more enjoyable. 
o K.I.S.S. – Keep it simple, silly! Keep story lines short – in general, these stories should have six or 

less words per page.  
o Consider an ending that adds ‘zip’ or humor, so that students will want to read the story 

multiple times. Rereading is an excellent support for fluency! 
 
 
Resources used for this document include: 
 

 http://aacintervention.com/  

 Beginning Literacy Framework 

 CAST BookBuilder  

 http://tarheelreader.org  
 

http://aacintervention.com/
http://www.donjohnston.com/research/beg_lit_framework.pdf
http://bookbuilder.cast.org/resources.php
http://tarheelreader.org/

